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 The master’s 
brief
Book 2009


     “IN GOD WE TRUST”

                   November
 THE FAREWELL FOR BISHOP ELECT PAUL SIRBA 
A Vespers service will be held Friday evening December 11th at the St. Paul Cathedral. An Honor Guard has been requested.  Assembly time is 6:30 p.m.; Vespers at 7:00 p.m., followed by a reception in Hayden Hall.  All Sir Knights are welcome to participate in the honor guard and all attendees are welcome to the reception.

BISHOP ELECT PAUL SIRBA’S INSTALLATION

The new bishop will be installed in the Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center (DECC) Auditorium at 2:00 p.m. December 14th. Attendance to the event is by invitation only, however a Fourth Degree Honor Guard has been requested and all Sir Knights are invited to participate in the honor guard providing you can stand the test.  During the ceremony the Honor Guard will be required to stand within the side aisle of the auditorium.  The auditorium has a theater décor so the aisles are at a slight slant.  If you have difficulty standing for a period of time you may want to pass on this honor guard.
There will be an overflow room set up near the auditorium, and it will have a live feed of the event.  Wives and others can watch from there.  Following the installation and Mass there will be a reception in the Lake Superior Ballroom in the DECC.  The DECC is a large place, and the Ballroom is a ways away, so the Diocese would also like Fourth Degree members in Regalia (tux with social baldric) to direct people to the reception.

Father Paul Sirba was the Minnesota State Knights of Columbus State Chaplain in 1994-1995 at the time Former District Master Phil Harter was the State Deputy.  I hope we have a have a good representation of Sir Knights at the installation.
DULUTH EXEMPLIFICATION APRIL 17, 2010

Yes the Marshall Exemplification is only a month behind us and it is already time to be thinking about the spring exemplification in Duluth.  We lean from experience so it is time to share some with you.  At our last spring exemplification we sold out the block of rooms at the host hotel.  Late registrants had to find accommodations nearby. We also had a window up to thirty days prior to the exemplification to make room reservations at the discounted rate.  The same applied in Marshall. Some late registrants had to pay the standard rate and there were some complaints.  We have 300 rooms available at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 200 West First Street, Duluth.  This is the host hotel.  At the last spring exemplification we had 600 people at the banquet (actually 585) and not all exemplification attendees went to the banquet. Also many registrants from the metro area did not get a hotel room.  So you do the math.  If you are going to the Duluth Exemplification it might be wise to reserve your room now.  For room reservations telephone 218-722-1202 or 1-800-477-7089.  Tell them you are with the Knights of Columbus.  Rates are as follows:  Single rate $89 plus tax = $100.91; Double Rate $89 plus tax = $100.91; Triple Rate $99 plus tax = $112.25; Quad Rate $109 plus tax = $123.58. The cut off date on these rates is March 26, 2010.  As of yesterday 38 rooms have already been reserved plus hospitality suites.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS – FORM 4
When you receive the application from the candidate please review it for completeness.  All five sections should be complete.  In addition the membership number must be included in the upper right corner in the shaded area provided for it.  The “new member” box should be checked; the Assembly number, City & State should be filled in on the line which states “new or present”.  The application must be certified by the candidate’s Council Financial Secretary.  Three copies of the application should be sent to me with the $70 application fee; the first copy which is the “Supreme Copy”, the second copy which is the “Master’s Copy” and the fourth copy which is the “Assembly Copy”.  Following the exemplification I will certify the Assembly’s copy and return it to the Faithful Comptroller.  All of the form 4’s must go through the assembly FN and FC for signature.  You are probably receiving them from the proposer.  If the form is not complete give it back to the proposer for completeness, UNLESS you as a FN or FC want to take the responsibility of having it completed.  Please don’t send an incomplete application to me.  Thank you for your consideration and forgive me for my lack of patience.
OFFICERS ON LINE is a useful tool on the Supreme website.  Faithful Navigators/Comptrollers will have to use their “user’s name and password”.  Three areas of interest are:

· Membership Information

· Assembly Administration

· Print Center

VA MEDICAL CENTER – MINNEAPOLIS

The fiscal year ended September 30, 2009.  They spent about $550 million serving 84,000 veterans which was up about 4% from last year.  They have approximately 3,000 employees.

The Spinal Cord Injury and Disorder Center is up and running with about 15 beds occupied.  They will be hiring more staff in the next fiscal year.

They applied to be a Center of Excellence for Epilepsy and their application has been granted.  They will be moving forward on developing it over the next months.

DIST. MASTER’S KC CALENDAR:







Oct 30, 2009 – Totus Tuus CYO Conference Mass –5pm - St. John the Baptist Church – New Brighton

Dec 4th – Dec 6th – KC Midwinter Meeting

Dec 11th – Vespers – St. Paul Cathedral 

Dec 14th – Bishop Sirba installation - Duluth

Jan 4, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – Christ the King Buffalo & Mpls Nicollet Assemblies
Jan 5,, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – Good Shepherd Assembly – Anoka

Jan 7, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – Mother Teresa Assembly– Dakota County

Jan 10, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – Brainerd, Little Falls, St. Cloud Assemblies
Jan 12, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – St. Paul Ravoux Assembly
Jan 19, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – Msgr. Oster Assembly – Benson/Willmar

Jan 20, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations -  Msgr. Meagher Assembly - Bloomington

Feb 13, 2010 through March 14, 2010 - Vacation

March 18, 2010 – Renewal of Obligations – St. Peter Assembly
RULES OF LIFE
· Everyday I beat my own previous record for the number of consecutive days I’ve stayed alive.

· How long a minute is, depends on what side of the bathroom door you’re on.

· Snowmen fall from Heaven unassembled.

· The most precious thing we have is life, yet it has absolutely no trade-in value.
Lady Jan and I extend our best wishes to you and your family for a Very Happy Thanksgiving. and pray that God will bless you in your efforts to build His kingdom and that He continues to bless America.
